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be much attached to Arnoux to take such a deep
interest in his movements. He contented himself
with saying to her in reply:
"What does this signify to you?"
Rosanette looked surprised at this question.
"Why, the rascal owes me money. Isn't it atro-
cious to see him keeping beggars ?"
Then, with an expression of triumphant hate in
her face:
"Besides, she is having a nice laugh at him. She
has three others on hand. So much the better; and
I'll be glad if she eats him up, even to the last far-
thing!"
Arnoux had, in fact, let himself be made -use of by
the girl from Bordeaux with the indulgence which
characterises senile attachments. His manufactory
was no longer going on. The entire state of his
affairs was pitiable; so that, in order to set them
afloat again, he was at first projecting the establish-
ment of a caf& chantant, at which only patriotic pieces
would be sung. With a grant from the Minister,
this establishment would become at the same time a
focus for the purpose of propagaadism and a source
of profit. Now that power had been directed into a
different channel, the thing was impossible.
His next idea was a big military hat-making
business. He lacked capital, however, to give it a
start.
He was not more fortunate in his domestic life.
Madame Arnoux was less agreeable in manner to-
wards him, sometimes even a little rude. Berthe
always took her father's part. This increased the dis-
cord, and the house was becoming intolerable, He
often set forth in the morning, passed his day in